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Current conditions of inhabiting bats in tunnels at Esashi & Utanobori towns,
northern Hokkaido
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Abstaract. An abandoned tunnel called as "Shimo-horobetsu tunnel" by us was situated near the border of
Esashi town. Our observations between 1997 and 2002 supposed that the tunnel was used as a reproduc-
tive site by Myotis macrodactylus and/or M. daubentonii roughly estimated at 250-300. It was the most
northern colony of M. macrodactylus in Japan. The bats came from unkown hibernation sites to this tunnel
at early in May and disappeared in the early or middle of October. Unfortunately, this tunnel was destroyed
in the autumn of 2002 because of repair of road. Our research in 2003 found three abandoned tunnels be-
longed to Utanobori town adjacent to Esashi town and confirmed that two in three tunnels were used as a
roost by four bat species, Plecotus auritus, Barbastella leucomelas, M. daubentonii and M. macrodactylus.
We must immediately find their both sites of reproduction and hibernation for the preservation of these

bats in northern Hokkaido.
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