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Distribution of bats in Utanobori, northern Hokkaido
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Abstaract. Distribution study on bats was carried out in Utanobori, northern Hokkaido for the first time.

Eight species of bats were newly recorded in this town. There was no town which has so many bat species

in northern Hokkaido. Two reasons are given for its richness of bat fauna. First, this area has old tunnels

which give roost for daytime and reproduction to bats. We observed four bat species in these tunnels. Sec-

ondly, Utanobori is well known as a town of the beautiful natural environment. It owes to the richness of

forest around a basin of central Utanobori. These forests were able to keep so many bat species by giving

tree hollows and insects. Myotis ikonnikovi and M. mystacinus were captured at Penkenai, southern Utano-

bori, on 3rd of August. This is the first time that both species had been captured at the same locality of

northern Hokkaido. It means the possibility of sympatric distribution of M. ikonnikovi and M. mystacinus.

We should revise the distribution of both species at northern Hokkaido.
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