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Abstract. Numaura wetland and Minamihama wetland were formed in the explosion craters in the

southeast Rishiri Island, Hokkaido. Based on ''C age determination and pollen analysis, the vegetation

histories since 4,500 years BP were reconstructed. For the purpose of an accurate reconstruction of

paleovegetation, surface pollen data were collected from 11 points in the island. As results, two wetlands

were born at around 4,000-4,500 years BP, and vegetation histories were almost the same. Ponds which

grew Gramineae and Cyperaceae were changed to the wetland mainly composed of Sphagnum and Ericales

between 4,500 and 3,500 years BP. Around the wetlands cool temperate broad-leaf trees such as Quercus,

Ulmus and Juglans became dominant. Between 3,500 and 300 years BP Abies increased under a cool

climate. Wetlands of dominant Sphagnum, Ericales and Lycopodiaceae has been developed till the present.

During the Little Ice Age, Picea abruptly increased under cold climate and the present forest around the

wetlands was formed .
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