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Fisheries Damage of Steller Sea Lions and Northern Fur Seals Obtaining
by Inquiry of Damaged Fishermen and Fisheries Associations
along the Coast of the Sea of Japan in Hokkaido Island
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Abstract. We conducted a study of conflict between fisheries and Steller sea lions and damaged fishermen
and fisheries associations along the coast of the Sea of Japan in northern fur seals 24 days during 2004 and
2010, and collected data by inquiry from Hokkaido. Fisheries damage by Steller sea lions mainly occurred
near shore less than 100 m in depth, and when they took fishes from gill-net, gave severe damage making
big hole to the net. In the case of northern fur seals there occurred off shore more than 200 m in depth,
and they took fishes without severe damage to the net. While resolution policy of the damage by Steller sea
lions in Japan was made by only the non-effective animal elimination, since 2003, Haboro town govern-
ment tried to support financially a supplement of damaged gill-net. Moderating the damage by the animals
it is necessary to promote synthetically exploit of techniques shutting out the animals from fishing nets and

supports to damaged fishermen by the view point of fisheries economy.
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