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Seeds Found on Ussuri Tube-nosed Bat from Rishiri Island

Masahiko Saré

Rishiri Town Museum, Senhoshi, Rishiri Is., Hokkaido, 097-0311 Japan

Abstract. Several seeds were found on the bodies of two Ussuri tube-nosed bats, Murina ussuriensis, cap-

tured on Rishiri Island, northern Hokkaido, between 2003 and 2015. All of the seeds were identified as

Japanese spikenard ( = udo), Aralia cordata (Araliaceae, Apiales). Although there seem to be few occasions

of their direct contact, attachment through droppings by animals (bird, mammal), which feed on berries of

Aralia, is suspected.
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Fig. 1. Attached seeds on the bat (EZ0142). Scale 3 mm.



24 etz

Figures 2-3. Seeds of Aralia cordata. 2: A seed found on the body of Murina ussuriensis (EZ0142), 3: Seeds on a leaf of A.

cordata.
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