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Late Holocene Vegetation History in Tanetomi Wetland, Rishiri Island, Hokkaido
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Abstract. Tanetomi Wetland was formed around 3,000 years BP over the Kutsugata Lava Flow which

erupted 30,000~40,000 years ago. The forming period of the wetland was 1,000~1,500 years later than

that of Minanihama and Numaura Wetlands, southeastern Rishiri Island. Dominant taxa in the wetland

has changed from Cyperaceae and Gramineae to Gramineae, Artemisia and Sanguisorba, and to Ericales,

Hemellocallis and Gramineae. Forest around the wetland was mixed forest of Picea, Abies, Quercus and

Ulmus between 2,800 and 800 years BP. Quercus and Ulmus grew predominantly compared with the

present. During the Little Ice Age Picea and Abies increased under the cold climatic conditions.
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