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Peculiar Cystic Nematodes Parasitic in Ear Skin of the Japanese Large-footed Bats
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Abstaract. Three cystic female nematodes were collected from the ear skin of a large-footed bat, Myotis
macrodactylus, dwelling in a tunnel in Esashi, Hokkaido, Japan, in July 2007. The worms were spherical in
posterior two-thirds, about 2.5 mm long by 1.0 mm at widest portion, with tapered and recurved anterior
portion. Two of them possessed eggs at various developmental stage, mostly at morula-stage, and hatched
larvae. The larvae were 305-322 pm long by 18-20 um wide in midbody, had a large excretory glands
along both sides and large genital primordium. Although the systematic position of the nematodes could

not be determined, this is the first record of skin-parasitic nematodes found from chiropterans in Japan.
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